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BIZ NEWS
`

DOW +19.77 NASDAQ +9.06 S&P +2.88
12,176.54 2,384.94 1,385.72

BY PHYLLIS FURMAN
DAILY NEWS BUSINESS WRITER

DIDDY’S GOT a new manager.
Hip hop mogul Chris Lighty,

who manages 50 Cent, Missy
Elliott, Busta Rhymes and
other rap royalty, has added
Sean (Diddy) Combs to his ros-
ter.

Combs confirmed the move
to the Daily News through his
spokeswoman late yesterday.

Lighty and his firm Violator
Management will direct Did-
dy’s music career and oversee
new brand ventures.

He’s already begun working
on the marketing of Diddy’s
CD “Press Play,” which debut-
ed at No. 1 after its release on
Oct.17.

Combs had signed on with
management powerhouse The
Firm over the summer but the
two quickly parted ways, sourc-
es said.

Music veteran Hiram Hicks
stepped in soon after. Hicks
could remain in the picture in
some capacity though Lighty
will take the lead as Combs’
manager.

An artist, label exec, produc-
er and entrepreneur, Combs al-
ready oversees numerous busi-
nesses including record compa-
ny Bad Boy Entertainment, the
Sean John men’s clothing line,
the Sean by Sean Combs wom-
en’s line, fragrance Unforgiv-
able, Bad Boy Films and Just-
ine’s Restaurant.

Lighty has worked behind

the scenes to turn 50 Cent into
a marketing machine. The rap-
per has deals with numerous
brands including Vitamin
Water, Reebok and the G-Unit
clothing line.

Total sales of products affili-
ated with the rap superstar are
estimated at $200 million.

Not too long ago Diddy and
50 Cent were sparring over art-
ist Mase but the two sides re-
cently called a truce.

The dispute started after 50
Cent tried to sign Mase to his
G-Unit record label.

Combs refused to terminate
the artist’s deal with his label
Bad Boy. 50 Cent fought back
by releasing a song with lyrics
attacking Diddy.

pfurman@nydailynews.com

JOHNNY NUNEZ WIREIMAGE.COM

Chris Lighty and Sean Combs enjoy Vibe release party last month for Diddy’s CD Press Play.

THE NEWS IS IN! More New Yorkers
still read the Daily News than any other
paper in the city.

The News has more than twice the
number of readers in the metropolitan
area as the Post on Sundays, according to
the latest Scarborough Report, an inde-
pendent organization that measures
newspaper readership.

The News averaged 2,724,300 readers
every Sunday during the period Sept. 1,
2005 to Aug. 31, as compared to the
Post’s 1,187,100.

The latest Scarborough data, which
canvases the Designated Market Area
(DMA) — the five boroughs and 24 sur-
rounding counties — also shows that The
News continues to dominate readership
during the week, recording 2,482,900
readers Monday-to-Friday in the DMA
compared to the Post’s 1,914,300.

“We’re proud that we maintain our posi-

tion as the No. 1 read and circulated
paper in the New York area,” said Rhon-
da Novick, senior vice president for circu-
lation. “And we plan to continue to build
our readership in all of our boroughs,
bringing Daily News readers more of the
top-quality local coverage they’ve grown
to expect from us.

“The people of New York continue to re-
inforce the fact that the Daily News is
their paper of choice, as reflected in the
circulation and readership numbers.”

The News also beats The New York
Times in readership within DMA, accord-
ing to Scarborough.

For the 12 months ending Aug. 31, The
Times had 2,417,700 readers on Sunday,
306,600 fewer readers than The News.

The News’ lead is much larger during
the week, with The Times showing
1,825,500 readers — 657,400 fewer read-
ers than The News.

When the Scarborough numbers are
broken down to just New York City, The
News lead against the Post widens consid-
erably.

On Sundays within the five boroughs,
The News recorded 1,969,600 readers
compared to the Post’s 702,500.

The News maintains a comfortable
margin within the five boroughs during
the week as well — with New York’s
Hometown Paper reaching 1,651,500
readers compared to the Post’s 1,188,200.

The News almost doubles The Times’
916,000 daily readers within the city, and
enjoys a 800,000 readership margin
against The Times on Sundays.

Data released last week by the Audit
Bureau of Circulations shows that The
News remains the paper with the highest
circulation in the all-important New York
metro area, besting the Post by an aver-
age of 44,917 copies each weekday and a
whopping 395,228 on Sundays.

Daily News is must-read for more New Yorkers

Diddy prefers a Lighty touch

WALL STREET ROSE for a third straight session yes-
terday as investors grew more confident that a huge
victory by Democrats in congressional elections
would result in gridlock and keep lawmakers out of
the way of business interests.

The market had largely ex-
pected Democrats to gain con-
trol of the House, but uncertain-
ing about the Senate during
early trading unnerved investors
and initially sent stocks down.

The markets moved ahead fol-
lowing the announcement that
Defense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld will resign.

The Dow rose 19.77 to
12,176.54. The blue-chip index
came within a few points of a
record intraday trading high of
12,196.32 reached Tuesday.

The S&P 500 was up 2.88 at
1,385.72, and the Nasdaq gained
9.06 to 2,384.94.

Some investors saw a “head-
line risk” from yesterday’s news
but expect that Wall Street will
quickly get back to business.

“I would think over the next
several weeks that investors
should return their focus to the
likelihood for interest rate
moves in the decelerating eco-
nomic climate, the moderating
earnings growth and the weak-
ening housing market,” said Eliz-
abeth Weymouth, global invest-
ment specialist at JPMorgan Pri-
vate Bank.

Oil rose 90 cents yesterday to
$59.83 on the New York Mercan-
tile Exchange after the Energy
Department reported domestic
crude inventories rose last week
but that gasoline stores fell.

Looking at the ramifications
of the election, Weymouth said
that while gridlock could again
become a fixture in Washington,
she said investors will likely still
consider whether Democrats
might make an effort to some-
how cap prescription drug pric-
es, increase the federal mini-
mum wage or raise the 15% tax
on some dividend gains.

The stocks most vulnerable to
the Democrats’ congressional
gains are crowded in the de-
fense, pharmaceutical, oil and in-
surance sectors, while alterna-
tive energy providers are clear
early winners from the change,
according to money managers
and analysts.

They also are expecting a hike
in the minimum wage and scruti-
ny of tax subsidies enjoyed by
some sectors that benefited
from Republican control of Con-
gress.

NEWS WIRE SERVICES

Investors
cheered by
gov’t shift
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THE

‘THIN’  
CROWD

Women with dire 
eating disorders 

reveal ‘worst pain 
I’ve ever, ever felt’ 

By JO PIAZZA

‘T
hin,” an  HBO documentary  premiering 
next Tuesday night, opens in a residential 
treatment facility for women with eating 
disorders. A  patient is going for her morn-
ing “weigh-in.” She weighs a mere 86.5 
pounds. Her bones protrude sharply from 
her back and she is deathly pale. 

your bod, babe!
THERSDAY

DEAR DR. BELISA: Does a sexy 

attitude correlate with being a good 

lover? Meredith, 31

DEAR MEREDITH: I will let you in on 

one of the biggest secrets of all time: 

How sexy a guy is has little to do with 

how good a lover he is. Okay, I admit I 

cannot quote any large scientifi c stud-

ies. But long-term anecdotal evidence 

(read, the CliffsNotes of all my female 

patients and girlfriends) and, um, per-

sonal experience have shown me that 

a suave, rugged and cool demeanor, 

or large hands or feet have nothing, 

NOTHING to do with knowledge of fe-

male anatomy or motivation to please. 

For decades, we’ve been trying to 

fi gure out ways to tell if a man is a good 

lover without having to commit to an 

entire evening of mind-numbing chit-

chat. Can you get hints from his swag-

ger, his ability to keep time on the 

dance fl oor, his love of good food? 

Nope. These demonstrate only that 

he can walk, count to two (or four) and 

loves to chow. Next time you fi nd your-

self o gling the self-assured Orlando 

Bloom look-alike at the bar, don’t brush 

off his quiet, less-stylish wingman who 

might spend more time and effort on 

pleasing you in the sack while Orlando 

is trying to catch glimpses of himself 

in the mirror for inspiration.

DEAR DR. BELISA:

My fi ancé always hangs out with 

random women when he goes out to 

clubs but claims they are friends of his 

single friends. Should I be concerned? 

Elaine

DEAR ELAINE: You already are con-

cerned. I am a big believer of trusting 

your gut. Yours is telling you something 

is wrong. Don’t ignore it. You don’t want 

to turn into a jealous girlfriend (it’s very 

time-consuming!), but at the same time 

he strikes me as immature. Don’t set a 

wedding date anytime soon.

Dr. Belisa Vranich is a clinical psychol-

ogist and expert at the Gold’s Gym 

Fitness Institute who specializes in 

health, fi tness, relationships and more. 

Got a burning question you’re too 

afraid to ask your friends? E-mail her 

at DailyNewsDoc@gmail.com.

DON’T JUDGE
A LOVER

BY HIS LOOK

Ask 
Dr. 
Belisa
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The fi lm, based on Lauren Green-
fi eld’s book of photographs by the same 
name and produced with famed director 
R.J. Cutler, pulls back the veil on eating 
disorders and their treatment at the Ren-
frew Center, a 40-bed clinic in Coconut 
Creek, Fla., in ways that are both touch-
ing and disturbing.

  Greenfield herself has never  been 
afflicted . 

“I have defi nitely been on diets and 
worried about fashion and the main-
 stream body image, but I didn’t fully 
understand how serious and how much 
a mental illness the eating disorders 
were,” she says. “For me, it was a jour-
ney into the heart of darkness of men-
tal illness.”

 The documentary viewer has the same 
experience.  To watch these women sys-
tematically destroy their bodies and 
their lives in search of an unattainable 
goal is like watching a train wreck. But 
Greenfi eld is so sympathetic with her 
subjects that you feel, at times, as if you 
are on that train with them.

 Shelly Guillory, a 26-year-old nurse, 
describes  how her family forced her to 
implant a feeding tube in her stomach 
to  deliver nutrients  when she stopped 
eating.

“It was the worst pain I’ve ever, ever 
felt. When I fi rst got it in, I was like, this 
is easy access to my stomach. I could 

just fl ex my muscles in a certain way and 
stuff would come out ,” she says in the 
fi lm. “If I ate like a couple bites of bread, 
I would get it out. I loved it. It was a good 
feeling.”

Alisa Fliss, a 30-year-old mother of 
two, says she knows the disease could 
kill her . 

“This is the one thing I want,” she ad-
mits on camera about being thin. “I want 
it so if it takes dying to get there, so 
what. At least I’ll get there.”

The high drama in the documentary 
centers around Polly Williams, a gregar-
ious 30-year old who checked into Ren-
frew after trying to kill herself over eat-
ing two slices of pizza. 

“Everything was okay until I had to 
eat the pizza ... and by the time I got 
home, I couldn’t throw up. And I just 
panicked,” Polly remembers.

But she apparently is not ready for re-
covery.

Polly acts out at the center, sneaking 
away one day to get a tattoo and  giving 
her psychiatric medication to another 
patient. The disruptions reach the point 
where the doctors have to ask Polly to 
leave the center.

She immediately throws up every-
thing she had eaten that day.

What you won’t get from “Thin” is a 
happy ending. Not one woman from the 
fi lm leaves the facility cured — and  some  

regress even further from where they 
were when they checked in. 

 “What I hope other people come out 
of it with is that eating disorders aren’t 
this glamorized or superfi cial condition,” 
 says Greenfi eld. “It’s  really a very seri-
ous mental illness that is extremely tena-
cious and extremely hard to treat . It’s  re-
ally a slow suicide.”

TENDER AGE Britta-
ny is a teen whose 
eating disorders 
began at age 8. 

STRUGGLE 
Shelly 
Guillory 
has battled 
anorexia for 
six years.

PHOTOS BY LAUREN GREENFIELD

7
3

 
n
yd

a
ilyn

e
w

s
.co

m
D

A
ILY

N
E
W

S
T
h
u
rs

d
a
y,

N
o
ve

m
b
e
r

9
,
2
0
0
6


