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BIZ NEWS
`

DOW -22.35 NASDAQ -6.52 S&P -1.86
12,309.25 2,445.86 1,412.90

DRUGMAKER Merck main-
tained its forecast of flat earn-
ings for this year and slightly
higher for 2007 as the drugmak-
er grapples with generics compe-
tition.

Officials expect ’07 earnings
per share of $2.51 to $2.59, ex-
cluding restructuring charges re-
lated to closings and job cuts.

Merck is counting on its new
products to offset plunging sales
of cholesterol fighter Zocor, its
previously best-selling product
whose U.S. patent lapsed last
summer. It is also grappling over-

seas with generic forms of its
Fosamax osteoporosis drug.

But the drugmaker’s projec-
tions do not reflect reserves for
potential liability to tens of thou-
sands of people that have filed
lawsuits alleging harm from the
company’s Vioxx arthritis drug,

which was withdrawn in 2004
after being linked to heart at-
tacks.

CEO Richard Clark said inves-
tors can expect Merck to return
to compound annual “double-
digit” earnings growth in 2010,
on sales of new drugs and cost-
cutting.  Reuters

THERE’S NO HOUSING SLUMP in Manhattan, ac-
cording to a survey from the Real Estate Board of
New York.

The median price of an apart-
ment in the most expensive
urban real estate market in the
U.S. rose 6% in the third quarter
to $767,000, the board said.

“I haven’t seen any slump, I’ve
seen the opposite,” said Dottie
Herman, CEO of Prudential Dou-
glas Elliman. “It’s a healthy,
good market.”

Manhattan prices rose even as
they declined in the rest of the
country. Nationwide, the median
price of a previously owned
home fell 3.5% in October to
$221,000, the biggest year-over-
year decline on record, accord-
ing to the National Association
of Realtors, the largest industry
trade group.

Wall Street is the prime driver
behind the city’s real estate mar-
ket, providing 4.5% of jobs and
19% of workers’ pay in New
York. This year, the world’s top
five investment banks are poised
to dole out $36 billion in bonus-
es.

The latest figures contradict
an October report by Miller Sam-
uel, the borough’s largest ap-
praiser. Its data showed median
prices fell 4% to $845,147.

The real estate board’s num-
bers are compiled from a confi-

dential survey of brokers and
from public records. The board
represents commercial and resi-
dential landlords in the city.

The neighborhood with the
highest median price per square
foot was the East Side, where it
was $1,100, a 9% increase. The
West Side was close behind at
$1,050 per square foot.

There may be no end to rising
New York prices thanks to low
unemployment, low crime rates
and rising population, said
Michael Slattery, senior vice
president of the real estate
board.

Median prices for East Side
condos soared 45% in the quar-
ter to $1.35 million. First-time
buyers seeking a toe-hold in the
surging New York market
pushed the median price in
northern Manhattan neighbor-
hoods to $558,000, a 60% spike,
the board said. Northern Manhat-
tan includes areas such as Wash-
ington Heights and Inwood.

The median cost of East Side
co-ops rose 13% to $856,000,
and downtown the number
jumped 20% to $662,000.

Manhattan
apt. prices
in 6% jump

MICHAEL SCHWARTZ

Manhattan’s East Side, including Park Ave., saw median price rise 9% to $1,100 a square foot.

Flat yr.
seen by
Merck

BLOOMBERG NEWS

Merck’s projections exclude liabilities from Vioxx lawsuits.

BY SHARON L. CRENSON
BLOOMBERG NEWS

WALL STREET’S two-day rally
ended yesterday as investors
awaited the Labor Department’s
jobs report and registered their
disapproval of Yahoo’s manage-
ment shakeup.

The Dow fell 22.35 to
12,309.25 after rising a total of
137 points Monday and Tues-
day. The S&P was down 1.86 at
1,412.90, and the Nasdaq fell
6.52 to 2,445.86.

Investors pulled back to posi-
tion themselves ahead of the gov-
ernment’s November payroll re-
port due tomorrow and next
Tuesday’s Fed meeting.

A series of recent economic re-
ports have led to speculation
that the central bank might cut
short-term interest rates after
more than two years of hikes
that ended in June.

Yahoo, the world’s second-
largest search engine behind
Google, announced an overhaul
late Tuesday to help give the
company a clearer direction and
streamline operations.

Chief Financial Officer Susan
Decker was put in charge of ad
sales in a move that signals her
as a candidate for the top job.

The stock, which has strug-
gled this year while Google flour-
ished, fell 57 cents yesterday to
$26.86. Google rose $1.71 to
$488.71.

Oracle tumbled 98 cents, or
5.2%, to $17.88 after Lehman
Brothers urged investors to take
profits before the company re-
ports possibly disappointing sec-
ond-quarter results on Dec. 18.
 The Associated Press

Stocks take a dip
in Yahoo backlash
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DEAR DR. BELISA: A male co-worker 
of mine insists that women don’t like 
it when men are “too nice.” He’s 
convinced that “nice guys fi nish last.” 
What are your thoughts on this subject? 
 Amy

DEAR AMY: When women say “too nice,” 
it is code for desperate or lacking in confi -
dence. Nice? No, we love nice. He needs 
to be astute about subtleties like tone 
of voice and body language (something 
women by nature are pros at). I wonder if 
your friend is motivated to change . Has 
he asked for specifi c feedback about him-
self and really, REALLY listened? 
    Too often, men use the line “women 
don’t like nice guys” to say they are good 
guys, they are victims, and that it’s the 
world around them that should change. 
Tell him to get a psychologist or dating 
coach who is ruthless and  will give him 
sometimes-uncomfortable feedback 
about his posture, choice of words, 
passive-aggressiveness and hygiene. We 
love nice guys  — tell him not to give up!

DEAR DR. BELISA:  My non-Spanish-
speaking boyfriend is coming over to 
meet my mostly Spanish-speaking fam-
ily. Should they try to speak English in 
front of him since he is the guest, or 
should he try to speak Spanish since he 
is visiting them at their home?  Lisa
DEAR LISA: Firstly, I hope he sees what 
a great opportunity this is: It can help his 
résumé, and almost by immersion (with-
out the expensive trip!), teach him a use-
ful and beautiful language. 
    As for the visit, he should know the ba-
sics before he gets there, and learn even 
a few lines that might serve as comedic 
relief, such as asking for seconds of “ar-
roz” or commenting that “los platanos 
son deliciosos.” If someone goes into 
a long-winded story with nuances and 
humor, it’s okay if you lean over and give 
him the “Cliffs Notes” so he doesn’t feel 
excluded (though he should be paying 
attention to catch words he knows rather 
than spacing out because he doesn’t 
understand). 
    Lucky for him, the essence of eating 
together, later watching sports or listen-
ing to music and dancing are comprehen-
sible regardless of the language. Suerte!

    Dr. Belisa Vranich is a clinical 
psychologist and expert at the Gold’s 
Gym Fitness Institute who specializ-
es in health, fi tness, relationships and 
more. Got a burning question you’re too 
afraid to ask your friends? E-mail her at 
DailyNewsDoc@gmail.com.

WHAT GUYS 
MEAN WHEN 

THEY TALK ‘NICE’ 

Ask 
Dr. 
Belisa
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The game plan that’ll save a city girl’s behind 

 It’s the time of year again for 

holiday hangovers. Don’t let 

the morning after get you down

By BELISA VRANICH

Y
ou’ll soon  crawl out of bed  cursing your-

self and feeling like you got hit by a truck, 

and hope you didn’t mouth off and tell 

your boss what you really think of h er.

Hangovers serve a purpose: They work 

as a proverbial smack on the back of the 

head to remind you that you don’t have the toler-

ance, metabolism or fl exible schedule for recov-

ery that you had in college.  This is the real world, 

and you have to be at work in a couple hours.  

DO  have some protein (think tuna, 
soy burger or meat) before you go out 

and drink lots of hydrating liquids like vitamin 
water  and juices . 

DON’T take pain relievers as a pre emptive 
attempt to prevent the headache you don’t 
have yet. This could really screw up your liver 
as it tries to  juggle both meds and alcohol — 
a very bad combo. 

DO  stick to drinks you know. If 
you ’re a three-glasses-of-wine  girl , 

step away from  the Jagermeister machine. 

DON’T drink the punch. Or eat the Jell- O 
shots . Stay away from people  who say: “ It’s 
just a shot !” — they are the ones  who will be 
praying to the porcelain God in a few hours.

DO  drink water. Can’t keep it down? 
Let it come up. 

Stella Nijhof, a bartender at Beauty 
Bar on E . 14th  St., encourages her patrons 
to throw up . “ If your body is so freaked out 

about how much you are drinking, go ahead 
and yack — just not here. And for God’s 
sake, don’t consider it  space that you can 
now use to consume more alcohol. Have a 
seltzer and call it a night.” 

DON’T forget to put the garbage can by your 
bed.

DO  eat something post-hangover 
( though nothing is really going to 

 “soak” up alcohol).  

DON’T drink Red Bull or have a triple 
espresso. If you caffeinate before you  hy-
drate , you’ll just be hung over and awake. 
Plus  caffeine  is a diuretic, meaning it will 
make you more dehydrated in the long run. 
Drink H2O or at the very least suck on ice 
cubes (frozen fruit popsicles will do in ex-
treme circumstances). 

DO  take a nap. Don’t have a door 
on your cubicle? Get a massage, 

and ask  if you can “stay and relax” lat-
er for an extra fee.  Take a catnap on one of 

the 52  couches at Macy’s. Many gyms have 
chairs or even couches you can use, or even 
stretching stations that are out of the way. 
“When the weather is good, we have peo-
ple snooze on our balcony all the time” says 
Dennis Tan of Gold’s Gym on 54th  St. “On 
weekends, I know it’s related to their party-
ing the night before .”

DON’T think you can sweat it out by getting 
in the sauna. Your body is suffering enough 
and trying to replenish water, dummy. 

DO  take your deodorant to work. 

during lunch and change your shirt.  “Use a  
cold pack on your eyes a few minutes when 
you wake up,” recommends VH1 makeup art-
ist Meredith Hayman . “ Some Visine, eyelash 
curler and off- white liner can help make you 
look more awake than you really feel.”

DON’T think that if you can’t smell yourself, 
no one else can either. You can  reek of  booze 
for hours after you feel better.  
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