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BRADLEY SCHIFF gets an A
for honesty. He wants to tell
New York State officials about
the sales-tax-free purchases
he made on the Internet in the
past year and take responsibil-
ity for any taxes he owes.

“I have questions regarding
tax liability for computer hard-
ware and software I ordered
online,” he explained. “Do I
owe sales taxes on software I
downloaded to my computer?
Are there taxes on software in
retail boxes or taxes on com-
puter hardware I ordered from out-of-
state companies? Please let me know
soon since I would like to file my taxes
now that I have my W-2 form.”

Like many consumers, Schiff is con-
fused about tax liabilities on Internet, cat-
alogue and mail order purchases from
out-of-state retailers. Although such pur-
chases may appear to be sales-tax-free —
and may even be advertised as such —
the reality is that consumers are responsi-
ble for paying the proper amount of state
sales tax on each and every purchase,
even when the retailer fails to collect it.

If you haven’t paid sales taxes at the
time of purchase, then you generally owe
state tax on virtually any product and
many services you purchase — from com-
puter hardware and software to shipping
and handling fees.

If you make a purchase
from a company with a busi-
ness presence in your state, it
is legally obligated to collect
sales tax from the consumer
at the time of purchase. How-
ever, if it doesn’t, it can ship
the merchandise tax-free.
That makes paying taxes the
responsibility of the consum-
er.

Since determining the cor-
rect tax rate in each municipal-
ity can be a difficult and time-
consuming task, most busi-

nesses would rather avoid collecting
sales taxes. They leave the job to the con-
sumer.

New York State has added a line to in-
come tax returns requiring residents to
calculate the tax they owe on Internet,
mail order and out-of-state purchases.
You can calculate the tax exactly by us-
ing sales receipts and the tax rate where
you live, or estimate the tax due by using
an income-based chart included with
state income tax forms.

Asa Aarons is a consumer reporter on
WNBC-TV, Channel 4, News. His Daily
News column appears Mondays, Tues-
days, Thursdays and Fridays. Send your
questions to: Ask Asa, P.O. Box 3310,
New York, N.Y. 10116 or e-mail him at
AskAsa@gmail.com. Questions can be
answered only through this column.

ASA AARONS

SAM SCHWARTZ

No such thing as free lunch
or a tax-free Web purchase

ASK ASA

All city parking
rules are in effect

today and tomorrow.
TRAFFIC FORECAST

FOR FRIDAY,
FEB. 16, 2007

If you can’t make it to
Florida for the sun, don't fret.
You can just head over to
Times Square for some
Florida heat Thursday morn-
ing. The Orlando Visitors
Bureau is re-creating a piece
of the Sunshine State on
Military Island from 44th to
43rd Sts., complete with a
heated tent, a hot tub and
alligators (and maybe even
Mickey and Minnie). One lane
on the Broadway side will be
closed from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
for the event. People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals
activists will be on hand as
well, protesting the treatment
of the alligators. They always
come up with traffic-stopping
activities of their own, so
drivers, avoid Orlando (Broad-
way and Seventh Ave.) and
stick with Ninth or Fifth Ave.
during the morning rush.

Getting to the Queensboro
Bridge, Manhattan-bound,
and getting off the bridge,
Queens-bound, will be a lot
tougher with Queens Blvd.
reduced to a single lane
between Skillman Ave. and
Queens Plaza in each direc-
tion, starting 12:01 a.m.
Saturday and lasting until 5
a.m. Monday, through early
April (until 5 a.m. Tuesday
this week because of the
holiday). In addition, Skillman
Ave. between Thomson Ave.
and Van Dam St. during this
time will be closed. Many

drivers, avoiding the toll, hop
off the Long Island Express-
way at Van Dam St. and take
Queens Blvd. to the lower
roadway. Although full access
to the upper will be main-
tained, Gridlock Sam sug-
gests you spring for the toll
and take the Long Island
Expressway straight into the
Midtown Tunnel. Outbound
drivers should take the
tunnel as well. Drivers going
to or from places in Manhat-
tan north of the bridge
should take the Triborough
Bridge.

For those who insist on
using the Queensboro:
Queens-bound motorists
heading to Northern Blvd.
could take the lower level,
but if you’re heading to
Queens Blvd., you’re much
better off on the upper level
to Thomson Ave. and turning
left to Queens Blvd. Heading
into Manhattan toward the
Queensboro Bridge, inbound
traffic on Queens Blvd. could
take the upper level via
Thomson or the lower level by
turning right onto 35th
St./Honeywell St. and a left
onto Northern Blvd.

Special alert for the 7
train: There will be no 7 train
service from 42nd St.-Times
Square to 74th St.-Broadway,
from 12:01 a.m. Saturday to
5 a.m. Tuesday (all other
weekends, to 5 a.m. Mon-
day). At 74th St.-Broadway,
you’ll have to transfer to the
E, F, G, R or V trains going
into Manhattan. With Monday
being a big sales day and a
workday for some, we’ll detail
the best ways to commute
around this diversion in
Monday’s column.

The Harlem Globetrotters
bring their basketball tricks
and antics to Madison
Square Garden on Friday at 7
p.m. Traffic won’t be a slam
dunk on Seventh Ave. from
33rd to 31st Sts.

The Chinese New Year
Spectacular comes to Radio
City Music Hall with two
shows each day, Thursday
through Saturday at Sixth
Ave. and 50th St.

For just $7 (plus $2 ship-
ping and taxes), you’ll be-
come one of New York City's
savviest parkers with the new
2007 parking calendar! Visit
www.gridlocksam.com or
send check/money order to
Sam Schwartz, 611 Broad-
way, Suite 415, New York,
N.Y. 10012.

Sam Schwartz is a former city first
deputy transportation commis-
sioner. He is also a consultant to
the private sector and govern-
ment. Gridlock Sam is published
Sunday through Friday. If you have
a traffic question, write Gridlock
Sam, Daily News, 450 W. 33rd
St., New York, N.Y. 10001, or
E-mail: info@gridlocksam.com

GRIDLOCK SAM

THE ELDERLY MOTHER of upper East
Side stabbing victim Christine Odierno
blasted the jury yesterday for acquitting
the slain woman’s landlord husband.

“It was horrible,” said Jennie Kramer,
86, who lives in Allentown, Pa.

Kramer, who attended most of the trial,
said lawyers for Benjamin Odierno bam-
boozled jurors into deciding he killed his
wife in self-defense.

“The other side, it was all lies,” said
Kramer. “They didn’t know Christine.”

A Manhattan jury acquitted Benjamin
Odierno, 72, on Tuesday of murdering his
wife during a fight in their Yorkville town-
house on April 24, 2005.

The hubby testified that his wife, who
he said was increasingly unstable, tried to
attack him with a kitchen knife — and he
stabbed her in self-defense.

Their children — and Christine Odier-
no’s brother — backed Benjamin Odierno
and a son told of his mother’s descent into
madness.

But Christine Odierno’s sisters and
mom sided with prosecutors, who said the
husband snapped and threatened to kill
her when she demanded a divorce.

One sister angrily penned a daily diary
as she sat in the lower Manhattan court-
room and watched the month-long trial.
 Dave Goldiner

Fury of slain wife’s mom

PARIS — The Louvre Museum temporari-
ly waived its admission fee yesterday af-
ter 30 striking security guards blocked ac-
cess to its ticket booths, the museum said.

A Louvre spokeswoman said that be-
cause so few guards went out on strike in
their demand for a pay raise, some of
those who did decided to block the booths

to boost the job action’s effect.
Strikers later moved away from the tick-

et booths, and the entrance fee went back
into effect yesterday afternoon.

Despite the strike, more than 90% of
the Louvre’s galleries were open to the
public, the museum said.
 The Associated Press

Guards strike down Louvre fee – temporarily

CERSKA, Bosnia-Herzegovina — The
18-year-old gunman who killed five
people in a Salt Lake City shopping mall
was a survivor of the Srebrenica siege
that ended in the massacre of 8,000
Muslims in Bosnia’s war, a cousin said
yesterday.

Sulejman Talovic, who was killed by
police after Monday’s shooting spree in
which he also wounded four people,
fled his village with his family during
the 1992-95 Bosnian war and sought
shelter in Srebrenica, Redzo Talovic
said.

They spent two years in the town, dur-

ing which Bosnian Serb forces besieged
Srebrenica and Sulejman’s grandfather
was killed by shellfire, Redzo said.

When the Bosnian Serbs overran the
town in 1995, taking away and massa-
cring some 8,000 Muslim men and boys,
Sulejman and his mother were evacuat-
ed by the UN and later reunited with his
father, Redzo said.

“They were a good, quiet family and I
remember that he was a nice kid when
he was 4 or 5,” he said.

“No one could have supposed that he
was going to do such a thing,” Redzo
said. “Who knows what made him do
that?”  Reuters

Mall shooter survived Bosnia war

COTTER—Nicholas J., 88.  
Nicholas J. Cotter, of Deerfield 
Beach, FL, and Madison, CT, en-
tered eternal life on 2/11/07.  He 
was born in New York City on 
3/7/18, a son of the late James and 
Ellen O’Keeffe Cotter. Loving 
husband of the late Mary King 
Cotter and devoted father of 
Barbara Cotter Morton & the late 
William G. Beloved grandfather 
of Mary Katherine, Maryann, 
David, Nancy and spouses.  Also 
survived by seven great grand-
children and many nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins, most especially 
Sheila Dobbins. He had a distin-
guished career with the NYPD as 
a highly decorated Detective 
First Grade.  After leaving the 
NYPD, he began a 40 year career 
in the wine & spirits industry, 
most notably for the Joseph E. 
Seagram & Sons company in New 
York and General Wine & Liquor, 
which later became Johnny Bar-
ton, Inc., in Connecticut. Visita-
tion 2/15 from 3-8. Swan Funeral 
Home, 825 Boston Post Road 
Madison, CT.  Mass of Christian 
burial at St. Margaret’s Church 
in Madison on 2/16 at 10 A.M. 

BORROMETI—Giuseppe. Devoted 
husband of Giuseppina (nee 
Lorefice). Beloved father of 
Carmela DiRosa, Frank & Peter. 
Cherished grandfather. Mass, St. 
Stephens, 9:30 A.M., Saturday. 
IN REPOSE RACCUGLIA & SON

321-323 Court St., Bklyn
718-855-7737

Death Notices, In Memoriam and 
Acknowledgement Notices

Notices may be telephoned to 
"THE NEWS" by your Funeral 

Director, Monday thru Thursday, 
8:30 A.M. to 6 P.M., and Friday, 
8 A.M. to 6 P.M. to appear in the 
A.M. edition the following day.

Our Saturday hours are 9 A.M. to 
3:30 P.M. Sunday notices must be 
phoned in by 1:15 P.M. on 
Saturday.  Monday notices must 
be phoned in by 3:30 P.M. on 
Saturday.

Call
In New York              212-949-2000
Outside NYC 1-800-223-1660
fax           212-210-2049

Death Notices
Death Notices

In Memoriams
may be placed by calling

(212) 949-2000

STRADA—Louise M. age 93, on 
2-12-07. Fifty year resident of 
Whitestone, NY. Beloved wife of 
the late Carlo. Loving mother of 
Katherine & Trygve Blix, Joseph 
& Maureen Strada and the late 
Rosemary & Victor Cangro. 
Cherished Grandmother of 8, 
Great Grandmother of 14 and 
Great Great Grandmother of 2. 
Reposing at FREDERICK 
FUNERAL HOME of Flushing. 
Northern Blvd. @ 193rd St. Visit-
ing hrs. Thursday 2-5 & 7-9 P.M. 
Funeral Mass Friday, 10:15 A.M. 
St. Luke's R.C. Church. Inter-
ment Mt. St. Mary's Cemetery.

LOMBARDI—Ellen on 2/13/07. After 
a long & courageous battle with 
cancer. Beloved wife of Kenneth 
A. Devoted mother of Kathleen 
Ocasio, Anne Marie Petrenas, & 
Matthew. Loving grandmother of 
Amanda Ocasio, Allison Mary 
Petrenas & Julia Ocasio. Cher-
ished sister of Edward & Sheila 
Wilkinson, Mary Paterno & Rita 
Wilkinson. Reposing WALSH-
LABELLA & SON F.H. 87-13 87th 
St. Woodhaven, NY. Mass of 
Christian Burial, Fri, 9:45 A.M. 
Saint Thomas The Apostle R.C. 
Church. Visiting 2-5 & 7-9 P.M. 
Wednesday & Thursday.

KELLY—William H. of Bellerose, 
NY on February 13, 2007. NYS 
Police DETF. Beloved husband 
of Nancy. Loving father of Laura. 
Beloved son of Patrick and 
Louise. Dear brother of Patricia 
Ann, Edward, Michael, Patrick 
and Jim. Also survived by 15 lov-
ing nieces and nephews. Friends 
may gather for a memorial ser-
vice at R. STUTZMANN AND 
SON FUNERAL HOME, 224-39 
Jamaica Avenue, Queens Village 
on Friday from 2-4 and 7-9 P.M. 
A memorial mass is scheduled on 
Saturday at 9:30 A.M. at St. 
Gregory The Great RC Church,
Bellerose. Entombment of ashes 
to follow at St. Charles Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers, donation may 
be made in his memory to Cal-
vary Hospital, 1740 Eastchester 
Rd., Bronx, NY.

Funeral Directors may place
Death Notices

by calling:

(212) 949-2000

HOLIDAY DEADLINES—
Regular deadlines will apply for 
the President's Day holiday. 
Monday, February 19th, 6:00
P.M. is the DEADLINE for death 
notices, in memoriam and
acknowledgements scheduled to 
run Tuesday, February 20th.

SELL YOUR CEMETERY 
PLOT OR TOMB IN THE 

DAILY NEWS

Your ad will run in this 
section for 8 days -

and online at 
nydailynews.com 

for the special price of only 
$298.92 for four lines.

Additional lines available for 
only $8.56/line per day.

Call 212-949-2000 to place your 
ad today.

Plots & Tombs
Many states – including New York, New Jersey and

others – regulate the sale of cemetery plots.
Please check local laws before buying or selling.

MARTIN A. GLEASON
FUNERAL HOME, LLC.

Privately owned & operated.
Service provided in all areas 24/7.
Flushing (718) 359-6300 Whitestone

New location, Bayside
(718) 428-2210

Related Services

D'ANGELO—John
We miss you. We hope you're
having a party up there. Love,
 Pie Face, Cooch and Jonathan

In Memoriam
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your bod, babe!
THERSDAY

DEAR D R. BELISA: My boyfriend is a singer in 
a band and I think it’s about time he wrote a 
song about me. How do I get him to?  
  Fiona, Brooklyn
DEAR FIONA: You can’t make anyone write you 
a song — meaning, tell them to be inspired 
enough by you to create something artistic. 
Unless of course you leave him for his guitar 
player, but then the lyrics may not be so nice.

DEAR D R. BELISA: I took Ambien before going 
to bed to help me sleep and the next morning 
woke up and had called some friends and 
rearranged furniture. I don’t remember at all! 
Is that normal?  Josephine, Murray Hill
DEAR JOSEPHINE: This “amnesia” is a rare 
side effect of the sleeping aid Ambien, but it 
might not have happened if you took it while 
you were IN bed.  I did have one patient who 
would wake up, snack, go back to bed and not 
remember  it the next day at all.  Try it while 
you are already in bed, or consider changing 
your medication altogether.

DEAR D R. BELISA: I make a lot of money at 
my job and have no problem paying for my 
starving artist boyfriend ’s part of the tab. My 
friends keep telling me to make sure I am 
not getting taken advantage of, but the way I 
see it, men have been doing this for decades 
— plus I actually really enjoy pampering them. 
I’m not expecting anything back (except for 
continued sex) and they are not long-term 
fl ings . Do you see anything wrong with this? 

Elizabeth,  Manhattan
DEAR ELIZABETH: Nope.

DEAR DR. BELISA: My friend says her 
daughter’s IQ has gone up signifi cantly since 
she is attending her new school .  Is that 
possible?  Sylvia, Manhattan
DEAR SYLVIA: No. What probably happened 
is that one of the two tests was done 
incorrectly. IQ scores do not change as 
a person grows up because they are 
standardized according to age.
  
DEAR D R. BELISA: My 4-year-old son’s guinea 
pig just died and he asked me if he went to 
heaven and if he did is he being taken care of 
there. What do I say?  Julia, upper West Side.
DEAR JULIA: Say yes and yes. Then engage 
him in a conversation to see what his fears 
and beliefs are; you might be surprised! 

   
         

  Dr. Belisa Vranich is a clinical psychologist 
and expert at the Gold’s Gym Fitness 
Institute who specializes in health, fi tness, 
relationships and more. Got a burning 
question you’re too afraid to ask your friends? 
E-mail her at DailyNewsDoc@gmail.com.

LONGS FOR SONG 
ABOUT HERSELF 

Ask 
Dr. 
Belisa
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MORE than half of us be-
lieve that — in theory, at least 
— it’s important to make love 
on Valentine’s Day, according 
to a new survey by the phar-
maceutical company Eli Lilly.

However, if you are one 
of the majority of folk who 
didn’t get lucky last night, 
you’ll be variously depressed 
or reassured by the following 
statistics.
n  42 % of women say they 

would rather munch on guilt-
free snacks than have great 
sex, says Fitness  magazine’s 
March issue.
n  The average American 

woman would be willing to 
give up sex for 15 months for 
a closetful of new clothes ; 2% 
are ready to abstain from sex 
for three years, says a  poll by 
Unilever out this month.  
n12 % of men and 7 % 

of women say they have 

answered a work call or  E-
mail during sex , according to 
a joint study by Marie Claire 
and Esquire .
n More than a quarter of 

all men and women say a lack 
of sex drive is an issue that af-
fects their relationship, with 
most citing fatigue as the rea-
son for a decrease in their libi-
do , found a survey by WYLD 
natural health supplements .

 Jane Ridley

FAT’S 
enough

By AMY DILUNA

I
t’s fabulous that Dove is celebrat-
ing age with a new collection of 
shampoos, washes and moistur-
izers — not called anti-age, but 
pro-age — that are meant to keep 
skin looking fresh. 

We’re getting all empowered 
just thinking about it. 

Just please don’t make us look at 
chunky naked people anymore.

Actually we’re begging. Don’t put 
them on billboards, their smooth skin 
rippling as they bend forward. Don’t 
put them on TV, dancing proudly in 
their undies. Don’t make us fl ip over a 
magazine, only to be confronted with 
a smug nude lady who looks like she 
could be our grandma. If our grandma 
had a stripper streak.

 Most people’s grannies remain 
clothed, not because there’s anything 
wrong with their bodies, but because 
there is nothing more boring than 
prattling on about body image. 

Let us savor the skin we’re in with-
out in-our-face images showing ev-
ery inch. Let’s accentuate the positive 
without parading every pore. Can ev-
eryone just put their clothes back on? 

Models are too skinny, that’s true. 
And young girls are trying too hard — 
to the detriment of their health — to 
emulate emaciated starlets. 

In this skinny-centric culture, we’re 
the fi rst on the bandwagon to encour-
age — and participate in — eating. 

But there’s a fi ne line between rais-
ing awareness and obsession. Just 
as we don’t want to see couture-clad 
skeletons, must the happy medium be 
models with more folds than an ac-
cordion greeting us fi rst thing in the 
morning? Yikes.

Put it this way: Your husband and I 
should not both know where that se-
cret mole is located, lady.

WHY WE’RE NOT DOING IT

Stick-thin’s unhealthy, but granny 
fl ab is unsightly

 JOHN TRACY

TOO MUCH People are just as sick of 
too-skinny models as they are of 
regular bodies fl aunted on billboards.
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